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Leadership Message
From the President and

Evening Vice President . . .
Former Minneapolis Branch AAUW presidents told me my
two year term would go by quickly. It certainly has. On
May 9 a new president will be installed. Each new officer
brings her unique personality and skills to the position for
the benefit of us all.

Many leadership opportunities exist within our
organization. Consider taking on one for the coming fiscal
year. Contact our new president regarding your interests,
skills, and availability. Many committees are listed in your
directory with the chairs’ contact information. Let them
know if you wish to participate.

We ended our last fiscal year in the black and paid off the
two mortgages from our 2010 renovations. So far, this
fiscal year is looking good as well. Many thanks to those
of you who went above and beyond your dues with
additional (always needed) branch support and donations to
Scholarship, PPDF (Property Preservation Dedicated
Fund), Sustaining Fund, and AAUW Funds.

The state AAUW convention will take place in Duluth
April 29 to May 1. If you have never attended a state
convention, this would be a good one to experience. I’m
sure they will have delicious meals and interesting
speakers. Applications will be in the Pine newsletter,
which all members receive. We typically form car pools
and share rooms to cut expenses and add to the fun.

It has been my great honor to represent you as your
president these past two years. Unique opportunities and
experiences, new challenges, and getting to know so many
of you have been a joy.
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And now some words from my leadership partner, Evening
Vice President, Cathy Hovancsak.

Those who attended evening events enjoyed the programs
and outstanding meals. Thanks to all members who
supported the evening sessions! We have terrific programs
scheduled for 2016 from the funniest author in America,
the current Secretary of State, a professional football player
advocating for prevention of concussions, to the Consulate
General of Norway, just to name a few. I encourage you to
continue or start attending our evening programs. Bring
your spouses, partners, and friends!

Lois Petersen, President
Cathy Hovancsak, Evening Vice President

Lisa Maatz, AAUW Government Liaison, with
Lois Petersen at the national convention in San Diego.



Professional and Casual Business Clothing
Drive for Men and Women

April 25, 2016
Recycle your gently used casual and career clothing and
accessories including ties, shoes, purses, and belts. They
will be used to help build a wardrobe for someone entering
or re-entering the workforce or returning to school. Spring
through summer clothing for men and women is
appreciated.
On Monday, April 25, From Me to You representatives will
be in front of the Gale Mansion between 8:30 and
9:30 a.m. You will be able to drive up and park briefly
while volunteers help unload your donations. If you have
questions, please call me at 612-741-2216.
Denny Scharlemann

Passage Community Spring Shower
May 2, 2016

Twice yearly we “shower” the families at Passage
Community with needed household supplies. This
transitional housing program for 17 homeless families is
located in the Gale Mansion neighborhood.
Items needed this spring are: laundry detergent, dish and
bath soaps, household cleaning supplies, paper products
(toilet paper and paper towels), and disposable diapers.
Checks are welcome and should be made out to Passage
Community. Money is used for emergencies and special
situations.
Cars will be parked in front of the Gale Mansion where
volunteers will receive your donations from 8:30 to
9:30 a.m. on May 2.
Thank you in advance for your generosity!
Jennifer Johnson
4



Officers of the Branch
2015 - 2016

President Lois Petersen
Evening Vice President Cathy Hovancsak
Membership Co-Vice Presidents Leslie Swenson

Ann Vanvick
Evening Membership Vice President Mary Beaumont
Program Development Vice President Lil Lindsey
Evening Program Vice President Beth Montgomery
Marketing Vice President Nancy Sjoquist
Development Vice President Kathleen Kohler
Treasurer Sheryl Sostarich
Secretary for Recording Linda Blaisdell
Evening Secretary Esther Fabes
Directors at Large

Day: Esther Fabes
Evening: Jan Paulsen

Board of Directors
2015 - 2016 Meeting Dates

Officers, Directors, Area Representatives, Topic Chairs, and
Chairs of Standing Committees have a vote. All
members are welcome to attend.

Wednesday, March 2, 2016 9:30 a.m.
Wednesday, April 6, 2016 9:30 a.m.
Wednesday, May 4, 2016 9:30 a.m.

Awards and Closing Day is the last meeting of the
year on Monday, May 9, 2016, at 9:00 a.m.
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Membership . . .
Education + Friendship = True Value

The True Value Hardware people have it right. We want
true value in all aspects of our lives, especially in the
organizations we belong to. AAUW offers true value:
continuing education plus rewarding friendships.
Whether we majored in music, math, or medicine, college
broadened our horizons, fed our curiosity. In maturity, as
we worked in our professions, served our families and our
community, and traveled near and far, we are lifelong
learners. Now, in AAUW, we have a unique opportunity to
hear experts on a fascinating range of topics. We’ve read
about these men and women, then they take our podium,
and we hear their message first hand. It’s a great way to
keep up to date.
The talks that we hear each Monday and at monthly
Tuesday evenings are just half of the true value.
Friendships are the other half. The friendships that we
forge in committee work, at the lunch table, in the car pool,
and at our fundraisers are important to our loyalty to the
group. We meet and quickly recognize that we have much
in common. We are alike in our educational backgrounds,
our civic involvement, and our desire to stay current.
We want AAUW to remain strong. The way to ensure that
strength is to invite a friend, neighbor, or colleague to
experience our meetings and, we hope, to become a
member. This group is thriving because new women and
men join, adding their vitality. Give it some thought today:
who do you know from your former workplace, your faith
community, or your neighborhood who would enjoy
AAUW? Today’s guest may be tomorrow’s new member.
Can’t you hear the applause when they are introduced in
the Presidents’ Hall?
Leslie Swenson, Membership Co-Vice President
Ann Vanvick, Membership Co-Vice President
Mary Beaumont, Evening Membership Vice President



Courtesy Requests
To make the AAUW meeting time a good experience
for ALL, please:

• Check to see that your cell phone and all other
electronic devices are turned off.

• Reserve the two front rows in the Presidents’ Hall
on the west side for those with walkers or
wheelchairs.

• Reserve the last rows for hostesses who need
to leave early.

• Leave seating open near the aisles and in the
back for those who come late.

• Refrain from talking and whispering as soon as
a speaker reaches the podium and during the
presentation.

• Be sensitive to distractions caused by bags or
containers.

• Stand, if you are able, when you ask a question.
• Refrain from unnecessary and lengthy comments.
• If you are unable to hear the speaker, please

move closer to the front or raise your hand and
politely tell the speaker.

• Wear only a moderate amount of fragrance or
none at all. Some of our members are very
allergic to fragrances.

• Sit at least four rows from the front if you do
needlework or puzzles.

• At lunch, checks and cash reserve seats; all other
seats are open.

• Remember that the excellent wait staff appreciate
a sincere “thank you” when they serve your
meal.
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Parking Options . . .
A parking pool has been created for AAUW members on
Monday mornings. A total of 40 parking spaces are
available--20 at Alano and 20 in the church lot--kitty-
corner from the Gale Mansion. The cost for a reserved
spot at either Alano or the church is $160 for the program
year. As a member of the parking pool you are entitled to
park at either location. Do not park in those spaces marked
reserved.

To be part of the parking pool, contact Beth McCabe at
612-812-8355. She will collect the money and issue you a
parking pass to be placed on the dashboard of your car on
the day of the meeting.

Parking at the Minneapolis Institute of Arts lot on the
corner of 3rd Avenue and 24th Street is no longer a free
parking lot. Free parking is available on Mondays in the
small lot of the Hennepin History Museum, 2303 3rd
Avenue South.

8



About Our House . . .
Welcome to the Gale Mansion. We are proud of this
historic building, which has been the Minneapolis Branch
home since 1947.
Except on branch meeting days, all doors are locked for
security and energy conservation. To gain admittance,
press the intercom button at the front door and state your
name as a member or guest to gain access. AAUW office
manager, Carol Jones, is in the office Monday through
Thursday from 8:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
For meal reservations and cancellations, use the voice mail
line, 651-220-4777. Annual meal reservations may also be
made at that number.
The beautiful Gale Mansion is available for weddings,
parties, meetings, and other special events. Please
encourage others to consider this facility for their special
event needs.

9

Public Policy Invitation . . .
Join the Public Policy Committee for lunch in the
Fellowships Room on the first Monday of the
month. We often have speakers on timely subjects.
Other times we plan how to be effective, active
citizens.

We always have a lively discussion.

Watch for announcements on the easel outside the
Presidents' Hall where you can sign up to reserve a
place for lunch with us.
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House Management Committee Update . .
At five years of age, the elevator required “five-year
maintenance modules,” and the city required a safety
inspection. This work was completed in November.

A “Handicap Access” sign has been placed on the railing
beside the handicap ramp. This will help guests and van
drivers.

Cracks have developed in the concrete entry platform at the
handicap entry door. We have contracted with Hage
Concrete to replace the entry slab in the spring.

We are the process of contacting flooring/carpet experts for
improving several areas in the Gale.

• The 53-year-old wood floor in the Presidents’ Hall has
been breaking down. We were concerned guests could
injure themselves if they kick off their shoes while dancing.
Vinyl plank will be installed over the existing wood floor
in March.

• The five-year-old carpet in the basement was
deteriorating at the seams. Repairs have been completed.

• The 35-year-old rug in the east end of the Heritage
room had several badly frayed areas. Those areas have
been rewoven.

Thanks to member Wayne Jennings for correcting the
problem of the drapery tie-backs coming loose in the
Presidents’ Hall and to members of the House Committee
who installed beautiful holiday decorations. It made the
house festive and cheerful.

A broken window pane in the Presidents’ Hall was replaced
in early December.

Carol Sheldon, House Management Chair
11



According to Dr. Seuss:
The more you read, the more things you will know,
The more that you learn, the more places you'll go.

Let's go, that is, to the AAUW Library!

The Library provides a wonderful selection of current
best-sellers, women authors, Minnesota authors,
non-fiction books, mysteries, biographies, memoirs, and a
limited number of DVDs.

THERE ARE NO OVERDUE FEES. These are your
books, and we want you to enjoy them.

The Library sells slightly used books donated by our
members. Hardcovers are $1 and paperbacks are 50 cents.
Proceeds from the used books allow us to buy more books
for the collection. Please bring us your used books.

Come in and check us out. We look forward to seeing you.

Judy Vermeland-Wendt, Chair, Library Committee

Parking Recommendations for AAUW
• Car pool - See list by zip code (in coat room) for
names of members who live near you.
• Strike a deal - Offer to drive to another member’s
home, if you can ride with her.
• Find or hire a driver - Ask your spouse, a friend, or
neighbor to drive you and pick you up. Get other
members to join you and share the expense.
• Meet at a shopping center - Find three members and
meet in a shopping center parking lot. Take turns
driving from there. A covered lot in winter is nice.
• Park on Franklin Avenue after 9:00 a.m. - also free.
12



Monday Literature . . .
September The Bohemian Flats

Mary Relindes Ellis
October Miss Hazel and the Rosa Parks League

Jonathan Odell
November The Bastard of Istanbul

Elif Shafak
January The Painted Drum

Louise Erdrich
February Whisper Hollow

Chris Cander
March Everything I Never Told You

Celeste Ng
April No Great Mischief (Canada Book)

Alistair MacLeod

The Book Discussion group meets the fourth Monday from
9:30 - 10:30 a.m.

Tuesday Literature . . .
May The Invention of Wings

Sue Monk Kidd
July The Girls of Atomic City

Denise Kiernan
August AWhite Wind Blew

James Markert
October Boston Girl

Anita Diamant

The Evening Book Discussion group meets select Tuesdays
from 5:15 - 6:00 p.m.

13



Guest Policy . . .
Prospective members and guests may attend up to three day
or evening meetings each program year.

Reservations: When making a meal reservation for
yourself and a guest, call 651-220-4777, identify yourself
and name your guest.

Register: Prospective members and guests must register
when they enter the building. Register at the Welcome
Desk in the lower level by the Presidents’ Hall doors.
Guests will receive name tags and be recognized during the
meeting.

Table Reservations: To reserve a noon luncheon table
with your guest, reservations must be made in person on
Monday morning at the Arrangements Table on first floor.

The President’s Table . . .
If you’ve been invited to sit at the President’s Table
for lunch, follow these suggestions.
• Call the office with your reservation by the prior
Thursday at 1:00 p.m.

• Make your lunch payment to the Guest Hostess
before the 9:30 a.m. program.

• Leave the Presidents’ Hall when the president
invites you at the end of the announcement period.

• Find your seat at the table which will be marked
with your place card.

Susie Erickson
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Minneapolis Branch Scholarship Fund
Meet Scholarship Recipient Sade Odumuye

She’s only 21 but AAUW Scholarship holder Sade (Shah-
day) Odumuye (Oh-du-moo-yay) plays many roles: Soon-
to-be mechanical engineer. Soccer star. Big sister.
Budding cook. Music lover. Ice cream aficionado.
Now in her final semester at Washington University,
St. Louis (WUSTL), Sade is a mechanical engineering major
with a concentration in energy engineering. “I love math,”
she says, grinning. “With my requirements completed, I
am finally taking an art class, digital photography.”

After playing soccer at South High, Minneapolis, Sade
went on to play soccer at WUSTL. “We practice two and a
half hours a day, six days a week,” she explains. “We did
really well this year--came in second in the country. It was
an amazing way to end my senior year.” The fact that
WUSTL had a strong engineering program plus a top
women’s soccer team made it a win-win choice of schools
for her.

Sade laughs again when termed ‘big sister,’ revealing that
her 16-year-old sister, Tosin, is two inches taller than Sade,
herself 5’ 7”. “We live with our mother, Jennifer Bochman.
She’s a special ed elementary teacher in the Robbinsdale
district.” Her dad, Nigerian-born Bunmi Odumuye, also
studied mechanical engineering at the University of
Minnesota. She hopes to learn some Nigerian specialties
from him now that she’s learning to cook. “I try to eat
healthy,” she adds.

This vibrant young woman with the contagious smile loves
music--and ice cream. She traces her fondness for ice
cream to working in a Southdale dip shop during high
school.

Her future plans? It depends. She has applied to study for
16



a master’s in architectural engineering. University of
Colorado Boulder, is her first choice with schools in the
Northeast a close second. “If I don’t make grad school, I’ll
be looking for a job.”

“I have been extremely blessed. I was so happy when I got
the scholarship from AAUW. Between the scholarship and
my financial aid from WUSTL, I borrowed very little for
school,” Sade concluded.

Sade received a four-year $3,000-per-year scholarship from
AAUWMinneapolis Branch in 2012. Contributions to the
Scholarship Fund make these sought-after awards possible.

Diane Boruff, President, Scholarship Fund

17
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AAUW Funds

Hearty thanks go to AAUW members who generously
donated to one or more of the AAUW Funds in 2015.
Together through donations and bequests, we raised over
$34,000 to help promote equity for women and girls! That
is the greatest amount in years. The Minneapolis Branch
helps to raise funds because equity is still an issue.

Your next opportunity to help will come April 29-30 at the
AAUW State Convention held in Duluth, Minnesota. Each
year a silent auction is held to benefit AAUW Funds Legal
Advocacy Fund. Last year Minneapolis Branch members
donated items which brought in $631. It is not too early to
start thinking about things you may already have that
would make good auction items. When you are out
shopping, keep a look out for a terrific bargain that you can
donate to the cause. You and a few friends could consider
putting together a themed basket. Some ideas might be:
Tea Time, Morning Coffee, Books and Bookmarks, Wine,
Knitting, Crafts, Ceramics, Photos and Frames, Jewelry,
Gardening, Children’s Games, or Art Objects. Keep us in
mind if you are downsizing. It seems like just about
anything sells, and the auction is fun.

Bring items and place them in the AAUW Funds Auction
Box in the lower hallway anytime in the months of March
and April. Be sure to fill out the available form with your
name(s) and the approximate value of the item(s). All
donations to AAUW Funds are tax-deductible.

Janice Paulsen, Chair, AAUW Funds



AAUW Funds
Tributes or Memorials

AAUW Funds are an excellent way to honor a special
friend on a birthday, anniversary, or occasion unique to
him/her. They are also truly fine memorial gifts. Fill out
the form below and return it with a check made out to
AAUW Funds. A card will go to the person you are
honoring or to the family of the deceased.

AAUW Funds Tribute or Memorial
In HONOR of_______________________________________

or
In MEMORY of_____________________________________

SendACKNOWLEDGEMENT
to_________________________________________________
Address____________________________________________
City_____________________State/Zip___________________

Donor’s Name_______________________________________
Donor’s Address_____________________________________
Donor’s City______________State/Zip___________________
Amount $______________ Date______________________

Please help carry on theAAUW Funds’ good work.
Your gifts are tax-deductible. Thank you.

Please make your check payable to AAUWFunds.
Designate the specific fund in the memo line.

19



Interest Groups . . .
4th Mondays at 9:30 a.m.

Special interest groups meet the fourth Monday of each
month at 9:30 a.m. Great Decisions and Travel alternate
monthly.

• Book Discussion Heritage Room
Leaders: Mary Moriarty and Carmen Coleman
The list of books selected for this year is found on page
13 of this Bulletin. Discussion of the book is facilitated
by a branch member.

• Great Decisions Presidents’ Hall
Leaders: Barb Taft and Joyce Prudden
Great Decisions investigates topics of political interest.
Background and analysis of issues are provided in a
25-minute DVD program which is distributed by the
Foreign Policy Association, a 90-year-old organization
committed to the importance of education in a
democracy. This will be followed by a half-hour
discussion.
April 25
Topic: Mideast Alliances Presidents’ Hall

• Handwork/Crafts Dining Room
Leader: Carrie D’Andrea
Each month will feature different arts and crafts. See
each 4th Monday daily schedule in this Bulletin.

• Hot Topics Founders Room
Leader: Lil Lindsey
March 28
Join us for a lively interactive discussion on
newsworthy events and more.
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• Travel Presidents’ Hall
Leader: Janet McLandsborough
March 28
Topic: Why Greenland? Presidents’ Hall

Charlotte Morrison will share her unusual trip and try
to answer this intriguing question.

• Writers’ Group Library
Leader: Bev Erickson
Join fellow members who enjoy writing of all kinds.
No experience is necessary.

Use the
AAUW Email

Did you know that the Minneapolis Branch has an
email address? Messages come into the computer of
the office manager, Carol Jones, at the Gale Mansion.

aauwmpls@qwest.net

21

Who is That? What is Her Name?
You will find a pictorial album of our members’
photos in the library. It is kept on a table by the non-
fiction books. If we don’t have your photo, please
bring one to the Membership Desk or give it to Jan
Paulsen. Please put your name on the back.



Monday, March 7, 2016
9:30 - 10:30 MENTALWELL-BEING Presidents’ Hall

Anxiety Disorders
Speaker: Dr. Matt Kushner, Director of the Cognitive-

Behavioral Anxiety Disorders Clinic, Psychiatry
Department, University of Minnesota

We all worry, but when does being a worrywart cross over
to being an anxiety disorder? Kushner is a specialist in
behavior and cognitive theory as it relates to anxiety
disorders. He will define common anxiety disorders,
provide an overview of cognitive and behavioral
treatments, and describe innovative new treatments. He
has researched the relationship between alcoholism and
anxiety.

Ginny Craig

10:45 - 11:45 FRONTIERS IN SCIENCE Presidents’ Hall

Genome Engineering:
Impacts on Agriculture and Global Food Security

Speaker: Dr. Daniel Voytas, Professor, Department of
Genetics, Cell Biology, and Development,
Director, Center for Genome Engineering,
University of Minnesota

Recent advances in genome engineering make it possible to
precisely alter DNA sequences in living cells, providing
unprecedented control over an organism’s genetic material.
In plant agriculture, new crops derived through genome
engineering will include those that better withstand pests,
have enhanced nutritional value, and are able to grow on
22



marginal lands. With a burgeoning world population,
genome engineering will help achieve global food security
in the coming decades.

Carol Sheldon

12:15 - 1:15 LUNCHEON

Luncheon Hostess: Mary Ann Christenson
Guest Hostess: Virginia Hansing

New Members Minneapolis Room
Public Policy Fellowships Room

1:15 - 2:15 Presidents’ Hall
CULTURES, CLANS, AND COMMUNITIES

Our Culture of Thinness

Speaker: Kitty Westin, MA, LP, Emily Program
Foundation Board Member

Does living in a culture that puts high value on size, shape,
numbers, and the desire to be thin damage the
self-esteem, body image, and self-worth of young girls?
Does viewing digitally altered images in advertisements
lead to eating disorders? Do the messages that young
people hear, see, and experience daily impact the health
and well-being of the younger generation?

Westin, an eating disorders expert, will share the latest
research and her insights into how our “culture of thinness”
can be toxic to developing youngsters and can lead to life
threatening illnesses. In addition, she will discuss what is
being done to address the predominant media messages that
young people are exposed to on a regular basis.

Shari Parsons
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Monday, March 14, 2016
9:30 - 10:30 HEALTH Presidents’ Hall

Dry Age-Related Macular Degeneration (AMD)

Speaker: Dr. Erik van Kuijk, Chair, University of
Minnesota Department of Ophthalmology and
Neurosciences

Dry AMD is a public health problem in the elderly
population, affecting as many as 25% of the elderly over
65 years old. It causes central vision loss making it
difficult to read and drive, thus causing loss of
independence. There are currently no treatments. A large
gift from an anonymous donor has funded a number of
research programs at the University of Minnesota that are
aimed at finding a cure for dry AMD.

Carrie D’Andrea

10:45 - 11:45 PUBLIC POLICY Presidents’ Hall

Rights and Realities of Native American Women

Speaker: Sarah Deer, Professor of Law, 2014 MacArthur
Fellow, Co-Director, Indian Law Program,
William Mitchell College of Law, St. Paul

Deer will discuss the historic and contemporary contexts in
which Native women experience violent crime. She will
explain how limits on tribal jurisdiction aggravate the
problem of domestic violence and sexual assault. Recent
changes in federal law that are designed to address the
disparities Native women experience will be highlighted.

Kathie Cerra
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11:45 - 12:15 BUSINESS MEETING

12:15 - 1:15 LUNCHEON
Luncheon Hostess: Phyllis Gilbert
Guest Hostess: Karen Landro

Program Committee Association Room

1:15 - 2:15 THE ARTS Presidents’ Hall

From the Little Gallery to WAM

Speaker: Lyndel King, Director and Chief Curator at the
Frederick R. Weisman Art Museum, University
of Minnesota

King has been director and chief curator at the Weisman
Art Museum at the University of Minnesota (WAM) since
1982. Most notable, she was instrumental in securing
funding to build the new art museum building. She helped
select Frank O. Gehry as architect and worked with him on
its design and construction. She will share her knowledge
and experience of the museum’s history and its collection.

Ann Little

25

Events at Gale Mansion
Schedule the Gale Mansion for your special occasion.
Call Amy Leh at the Gale Catering Office at
612-870-1662 to schedule:

weddings
rehearsal dinners
anniversary parties

bar/bat mitzvah parties
birthday dinners



Monday, March 21, 2016
9:30 - 10:30 THE ARTS Presidents’ Hall

Genius of the Renaissance: Michelangelo

Speaker: Gary P. Hanson, Senior Vice President Retired,
Federal Reserve Bank of Minneapolis

Michelangelo Buonarroti was a sculptor, painter, and
architect during the 16th century Italian Renaissance--a
man of unparalleled talent and creativity. Hanson will
present a brief overview of Michelangelo’s life and an
in-depth look at some of his most famous works of art, in
order to better understand how they were developed and
why they are so extraordinarily distinguished among the
assemblage of artistic masterpieces that have come down to
us through history.

Tamra Nelson and Dorothy Lamberton

10:45 - 11:45 MENTALWELL-BEING Presidents’ Hall

Autism Spectrum Disability

Speaker: John Merges, Licensed Independent Clinical
Social Worker, Author

Merges has developed unique and effective groups--based
in schools and in the community--to help children, teens,
and young adults with Autism Spectrum Disorders develop
social interaction/social enjoyment skills. His method is
called Guiding Toward Growth, and the groups are called
FunJoyment. This is explained in detail in his book Social
Enjoyment Groups for Children, Teens, and Young Adults
with Autism Spectrum Disorders: Guiding Toward Growth.

Jan Beske
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11:45 - Noon ANNOUNCEMENTS
12:00 - 1:15 LUNCHEON

Luncheon Hostess: Georgia Wiebe
Guest Hostess: Vicki Dunn

Headlines Fellowships Room
House Management Association Room
Technology Minneapolis Room

1:15 - 2:15 Presidents’ Hall
CULTURES, CLANS, AND COMMUNITIES

How Policy has Shaped and Influenced
the American Indian Student Experience

Speaker: Dennis Olson, Director, Office of Indian
Education, Minnesota Department of Education

An enrolled member of the Fond du Lac Band of Lake
Superior Chippewa, Olson is the Department of Education's
chief liaison working with eleven Minnesota Tribal nations
and the Twin Cities American Indian communities. He will
provide a brief history of Indian education, highlight both
state and federal policy, and describe conditions at tribally-
controlled schools in Minnesota. In addition, he will
present what is being done to ensure a fair and equitable
education for American Indian students.

Janet Triplett
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Notice of Rules at Lunch
Please lower the volume of your lunch conversations.
This will allow all guests to enjoy their visits.
If you need to save your seat at a lunch table, please
leave a check for your lunch at your place.
Mollie Keys, Arrangements Chair



Monday, March 28, 2016
9:30 - 10:30 MONDAY INTEREST GROUPS

BOOK DISCUSSION Heritage Room
Everything I Never Told You by Celeste Ng

Discussion Leaders: Mary Moriarty and
Carmen Coleman

HANDWORK/ CRAFTS: Quilting Dining Room

HOT TOPICS Founders Room
Join Lil Lindsey for a lively interactive discussion on
newsworthy events and more.

TRAVEL: Why Greenland? Presidents’ Hall
Charlotte Morrison will share her unusual trip and try
to answer this intriguing question.

WRITERS’ GROUP Library

Join Bev Erickson and fellow members who enjoy
writing of all kinds. No experience is necessary.
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Ng's novel is about emotional wounds scarring an
isolated Chinese American family. The daughter of the
family is missing, and we hear her story which is
different from the family's theories. The mystery is
that the family can't tell each other or the police what
they believe is behind her disappearance. What
emerges is a portrait of a family struggling with its
place in history, and a young woman hoping to be the
fulfillment of that struggle.

Carrie D’Andrea and her guest will demonstrate flying
geese, half square triangles, and prairie points found in
many quilts throughout the ages. Join us as we show
how these are made and make one yourself.



10:45 - 11:45 Presidents’ Hall
AS THE WORLD CHANGES

Beyond the Veil

Speaker: Janeke Thumbran, PhD Candidate, African
History, University of Minnesota

Many Muslim women wear a veil, hijab, or burka. The
cultural, religious, and political symbolism varies in
different parts of the world, and these meanings have
changed over time. Also discussed will be representations
and misrepresentations in western culture today.

Pat Deckas Becerra

11:45 - Noon ANNOUNCEMENTS
12:00 - 1:15 LUNCHEON

Luncheon Hostess: Elaine Braun
Guest Hostess: Marlyn Barber

Community Outreach Association Room
Development Association Room

1:15 - 2:15 PUBLIC POLICY Presidents’ Hall

Can Citizens United Be Overturned?

Speaker: Eric Black, Journalist and Reporter for MinnPost

The Citizens United ruling opened the door for unlimited
election spending by individuals and corporations. Most of
this spending has "ended up being funneled through the
groups that have become known as super PACs." An effort
to overturn the ruling by constitutional amendment has
been launched. Black will describe this ruling and its
impact.

Marge Goldberg
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Monday, April 4, 2016
9:30 - 10:30 PUBLIC POLICY Presidents’ Hall

ALEC: Public Policy Education or Corporate
Lobbying?

Speaker: David Schultz, PhD, Professor, Hamline
University, Mitchell-Hamline School of Law,
University of Minnesota Law School

ALEC, the American Legislative Exchange Council,
sponsors expense-paid forums for ALEC members of state
legislatures and of corporations. ALEC members develop
public policy and write model laws to be introduced into
state legislatures. Public policy watchdogs express
concerns that ALEC is a front for big business lobbying
and not an educational non-profit. Issues of ethics, law,
and public policy converge.

Geri Burns

10:45 - 11:45 EDUCATION Presidents’ Hall

The Essence of Ethics

Speaker: Mary Tjosvold, PhD, Business Administration,
Owner of Mary T. Inc., and AAUW Member
marytinc.com

Tjosvold’s company, Mary T. Inc., won the 2015 Minnesota
Large Business Ethics Award. The toughest ethical
problems provide the greatest opportunities for growth.
Ethics are supported by a corporate culture that is the basic
pattern of shared beliefs, behaviors, and assumptions
acquired over time by people of the organization. The
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essence of ethics is to treat people in an open, trusting, and
respectful manner. This leads to self-esteem. A culture that
values teamwork, cooperation, and productive conflict
fosters self-esteem.

Veronica Johnson

11:45 - 12:15 BUSINESS MEETING
12:15 - 1:15 LUNCHEON

Luncheon Hostess: Mary Ann Christenson
Guest Hostess: Virginia Hansing

New Members Minneapolis Room
Public Policy Fellowships Room

1:15 - 2:15 FRONTIERS IN SCIENCE Presidents’ Hall

Advancements in Prosthetics

Speaker: Byron Backus, Certified Prosthetist, Senior
Fabrication Services Manager and Clinical
Specialist, Prosthetics, Ottobock Health Care

Imagine living life without an arm or a leg. What are your
options? Backus will provide a basic understanding of
recent advancements in the area of prosthetics at Ottobock
Health Care. This presentation will include an overview of
Ottobock’s Micro Processor Knee, Micro Processor Ankle,
and the advanced upper limb line of products. Backus will
discuss how war influences the advancements in the field
of prosthetics and provide interesting information about the
amputee population in the United States.

Carrie D’Andrea
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Monday, April 11, 2016
9:30 - 10:30 AUTHOR, AUTHOR Presidents’ Hall

By the Waters of Minnetonka

Speaker: Eric Dregni, Author and Professor, Concordia
College

Dregni has written an informative book about the history of
Lake Minnetonka beginning with tales about the Dakota
inhabitants. He describes Frank Lloyd Wright’s sojourn on
the lake. How did Purgatory Creek, an outlet of the lake,
get its name?

Georgia Wiebe

10:45 - 11:45 THE ARTS Presidents’ Hall

Views of the Artistic Director and the Power of Theater

Speaker: Joseph Haj, Artistic Director, Guthrie Theater

After 30 years in theater, Haj brings a wealth of experience
to his first year as Artistic Director of the Guthrie Theater.
He will talk about his life’s journey, his vision for the
future of the Guthrie, specific plans for upcoming plays,
and the power of the art form to make us better human
beings.

Jean Heidenreich

11:45 - 12:15 BUSINESS MEETING

12:15 - 1:15 LUNCHEON
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Luncheon Hostess: Phyllis Gilbert
Guest Hostess: Karen Landro

Program Committee Association Room

1:15 - 2:15 LITERATURE Presidents’ Hall

From the Book Editor’s Desk

Speaker: Laurie Hertzel, Book Editor, StarTribune
Newspaper

Hertzel hails from Duluth, where she did her undergraduate
work at UMD and St. Scholastica. After writing for the
Duluth News Tribune for 18 years, she came to the Twin
Cities to work as a senior editor at Minnesota Monthly
magazine. She’s been with the Strib nearly 20 years having
served as Projects Editor, writing coach, and team leader
before being named Book Editor seven and one half years
ago. Her memoir, News to Me: Adventures of an
Accidental Journalist, was published in 2010 by the
University of Minnesota Press. Hertzel will discuss the
challenge of matching books with reviewers and of reading
100 to 150 books every year.

Ann Burckhardt

Bulletin Deadline
July 6 is the due date for

September, October, and November Bulletin items.
Thanks!

Marilyn Oliphant
mloliphant@charter.net
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Tuesday, April 12, 2016
5:00 SOCIAL

6:00 DINNER

7:00 PROGRAM Presidents' Hall

Funniest Writer in America - 2015

Speaker: Julie Schumacher, Author

In the 18-year history of the Thurber Prize for American
Humor, Schumacher is the first woman to win the award
for her book, Dear Committee Members. Schumacher, a
professor at the University of Minnesota and author of
numerous books, will entertain us with her journey as an
author and especially her success as a woman humorist in a
male-dominated genre. Her books will be available for sale
after her program.

Cathy Hovancsak
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Tuesday, May 10, 2016
(*Please note that this evening program is not in
chronological order with other AAUW programs.)

5:00 SOCIAL

5:15 LITERATURE--BOOK DISCUSSION
Founders Room

The Invention of Wings by Susan Monk Kidd
Discussion Leader: Ruth Aaskov
Living in the pre-Civil War south--Sarah, the rebellious
daughter of a plantation owner and the imaginative
Handful, the household slave of this family, find their
commonality of spirit in opposing the rigid and restrictive
mores of their society and the impossible expectations for
girls in the family. Each copes in secret rebellion until
Sarah breaks free from the family. For Handful, it took
longer, but the continuity of contact is maintained through
letters until their final union.

6:00 DINNER

7:00 PROGRAM Presidents' Hall
Beyond the Achievement Gap: The Dropout Crisis

Speaker: Lucy Swift, Vice President of Minnesota
Productions and Partnerships for Twin Cities
PBS/TPT

Swift will address TPT's participation in a national
initiative called American Graduate. TPT is one of 34
public media stations across the country selected to
participate in this effort to close the "belief gap" that exists
for kids of color in their journey to careers. TPT created a
30 minute documentary and 13 short videos highlighting
successes. Lucy will use video clips and a participant in
the program as part of her presentation.
Lonni Skrentner



Monday, April 18, 2016
9:30 - 10:30 FRONTIERS IN SCIENCE Presidents’ Hall

Spintronics and Magnetoresistance

Speaker: Jian-Ping Wang, Distinguished McKnight
University Professor, Electrical and Computer
Engineering, College of Science and Engineering,
University of Minnesota

Dr. Wang thinks small--as in the realm of electrons. His
research has resulted in 200 scientific publications, 39
patents, three startup companies, and breakthroughs in
medical and environmental biosensors. The basis for a
current microprocessor is an electrical charge, and his
research could make this obsolete by harnessing the power
of magnetism and spin.

Heidi Girsch

10:45 - 11:45 AUTHOR, AUTHOR Presidents’ Hall

Writing with a Political Agenda

Speaker: Megan Marsnik, Author and Teacher of English
Literature, Minneapolis Southwest High School

When Marsnik's debut novel Under Ground was
serialized in the StarTribune last summer, readers fell in
love with the characters--Katka, Paul, Lily, and Milo--
whose participation in the mining strike of 1916 comprised
the plot. Marsnik will discuss how her political beliefs
regarding immigration and unions influence her writing.

Sharon Bigot
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11:45 - Noon ANNOUNCEMENTS
12:00 - 1:15 LUNCHEON

Luncheon Hostess: Georgia Wiebe
Guest Hostess: Vicki Dunn

Headlines Fellowships Room
House Management Association Room
Technology Minneapolis Room

1:15 - 2:15 MENTALWELL-BEING Presidents’ Hall

The Power of Community in Mental Health Recovery

Speaker: Carrie Framsted, Clubhouse Director, Vail Place

Vail Place is a recovery-oriented community support
program for persons with serious and persistent mental
illness. It is based on the Clubhouse Model, an
international model with over 330 clubs worldwide in 30
countries and with over 200 in the United States. Their
belief is that recovery is possible for everyone.
Meaningful relationships, being part of a community, and
having purposeful work are restorative and build
self-worth.

Carrie D’Andrea

Scheduling Monday Meetings
Contact Meeting Scheduler Esther Fabes if you would
like to arrange for a meeting any time on Monday.
Requests to reserve a room on any other day of the
week should be made through Carol Jones in the office.
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April 25, 2016
8:30 - 9:30 COLLECTION OF CLOTHING

A truck will be parked in front of the Gale to receive
your donations to From Me to You.

9:30 - 10:30 MONDAY INTEREST GROUPS
BOOK DISCUSSION Heritage Room

No Great Mischief by Alistair Macleod
Discussion Leader: Sue Kloker

GREAT DECISIONS Presidents’ Hall
Topic:Mideast Alliances
Leader: Joyce Prudden and Barb Taft

HANDWORK/ CRAFTS: Needlework Potpourri
Dining Room

WRITERS’ GROUP Library
Join Bev Erickson and fellow members who enjoy
writing of all kinds. No experience is necessary.

Alexander MacDonald looks back on his life in
Canada, his family’s departure from Scotland, and the
difficult voyage to Cape Breton, where they eked out a
living. The novel evokes the elemental beauty of the
landscape, while mirroring Canada’s history and its
linguistic and cultural tensions.

From a proxy war in Yemen to an ongoing civil war in
Syria, conflicts have shaken the traditional alliances in
the Middle East to their core. In this series of
conflicts, what can the United States do to secure its
interests in the region without causing further damage
and disruptions?

Are you working on a needlepoint, embroidery, petit
point, or appliqué project? Bring it to show what you
are doing and learn about what others are doing.
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10:45 - 11:45 Presidents’ Hall

CULTURES, CLANS, AND COMMUNITIES

A New Approach to an Old Problem

Speaker: Nancy Bordeaux, Program Director,
Indigenous Women's Life Net

Learn about the innovative program used by the
Minneapolis Indian Center to assist women who are fleeing
domestic and dating violence, sexual assault, and stalking.
Incorporating knowledge of Indian culture, values, and
skills leads to wellness recovery. Learning about the past
helps to inspire these women toward a healthy, violence-
free future.

Becky Farber and Sue Kearns

11:45 - Noon ANNOUNCEMENTS
12:00 - 1:15 LUNCHEON

Luncheon Hostess: Elaine Braun
Guest Hostess: Marlyn Barber

Community Outreach Association Room
Development Association Room

1:15 - 2:15 APPLAUSE FOR THE ARTS Presidents’ Hall
Thursday Musical Student Program

What is more rewarding than listening to talented young
musicians perform? Some of the winners of the Thursday
Musical Student Scholarship Competition will appear on
our stage today. Winners have received more than $20,000
in music scholarships. So sit back and enjoy. Let the
music begin!
Katherine Doepke
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Monday, May 2, 2016
8:30 - 9:30 PASSAGE COMMUNITY SPRING SHOWER
Vehicles will be parked in front of the Gale Mansion to
receive your donations of cash, diapers, paper goods,
household items, and cleaning supplies.

International Day
CANADA

From the land of Anne of Green Gables to whale watching
in Vancouver--for all the unique qualities in between--let’s
celebrate our neighbor to the north, CANADA!

9:30 - 10:30 Presidents’ Hall
Welcome to Canada, Our Neighbor

Speaker: Jamshed Merchant, Consul General for Canada
Canada and the United States enjoy a partnership that is
unparalleled anywhere in the world. Merchant has been
Canada's Consulate General to the five-state-area since
2012. He leads a team dedicated to growing two-way
business relationships, engaging with decision makers and
citizens on issues of interest to both countries and helping
Canadians living and traveling in this region. We share an
economy--almost $2 billion of goods and services cross our
borders every day. Learn about our closest neighbor and
immerse yourselves in Merchant’s vast knowledge of
Canada and his sense of humor.
Becky Farber

10:45 - 11:45 Presidents’ Hall
Canadian and United States Health Care Systems:

Differences, Similarities, and Solutions
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Speaker: Barry J. Anderson, MD, FRCS (C), (Fellow
Royal College of Surgeons Canada), FACS
(Fellow American College of Surgeons),
Community General Surgeon, Fort Frances,
Ontario, Canada, and Associate Professor,
Clinical Sciences, Northern Ontario School of
Medicine

Living on the border of Canada and the United States for
most of his life and receiving education and training at the
University of Manitoba and the Anderson Medical Center
in Texas, Dr. Anderson has developed a keen interest and
expertise in the contrasts between the United States and
Canadian health care systems. He will discuss the
evolution of both health care delivery systems, similar
challenges, and how each system approaches common
problems with different solutions.
Julie Mowery

11:45 - Noon ANNOUNCEMENTS
11:00 - 1:15 LUNCHEON

Luncheon Hostess: Phyllis Gilbert
Guest Hostess: Karen Landro

1:15 - 2:15 Presidents’ Hall
Oh Canada! Canadian Customs and Culture

Speaker: Dr. Karen Somerville, Educator, Executive
Coach, Advisor, Researcher, Management
Consultant, Entrepreneur, Public Speaker, and
Accountant

Dr. Somerville was born in Brokville, Ontario, and worked
in Ottawa until 2008. She is an associate faculty member
with Royal Roads University's School of Business in
Victoria, British Columbia. Her presentation will focus on
Canadian customs and culture and give us an overview of
prominent aspects of this diverse nation.
Char Bonniwell
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Monday, May 9, 2016
Awards and Closing Day Program

9:00 – 9:45 Coffee, tea, and treats Dining Room

On the lower level, enjoy viewing art, crafts, and
handiwork created by our members. Magers and Quinn
Booksellers will have books for sale.

9:45 – 10:45 SPECIAL PROGRAM Presidents’ Hall

The Pearl Button Boom

Speaker: JoAnn Funk, Jazz Singer and Pianist

From the 1800s to the 1930s most of the world’s pearl
buttons were made from mussels harvested from the
Mississippi River, primarily in Iowa and Minnesota.
Funk’s account of that era involves greed, American
ingenuity, ecological ignorance, immigration, labor rights
and murder. She gives this talk aboard Mississippi River
cruises each summer.
Lois Petersen

10:45 – 11:00 Break

11:00 – 12:00 Annual Meeting Presidents’ Hall

Review the past year, thank outgoing officers for their past
work, and welcome new officers.

12:00 Luncheon

Join us for the last delightful AAUW luncheon of the 2015-
2016 program year. Permanent reservations will apply.
Wine will be available for purchase.
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Luncheon Hostess: Phyllis Gilbert
Guest Hostess: Karen Landro

1:15 - 2:15 SPECIAL PROGRAM
Presidents’ Hall

Speaker: Representatives from Magers and Quinn
Booksellers
magersandquinn.com

Magers and Quinn Booksellers will present summer
reading ideas. Books will be for sale during the day.

Lil Lindsey

Guest Policy . . .
Prospective members and guests may attend up to three
day or evening meetings each program year.
Reservations: When making a meal reservation for
yourself and a guest, call 651-220-4777, identify yourself
and name your guest.
Register: Prospective members and guests must register
when they enter the building. Register at the Welcome
Desk in the lower level by the Presidents’ Hall doors.
Guests will receive name tags and be recognized during
the meeting.
Table Reservations: To reserve a noon luncheon table
with your guest, reservations must be made in person on
Monday morning at the Arrangements Table on first floor.
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Tuesday, May 10, 2016
Program information for Tuesday, May 10 will be
found on page 35 of this Bulletin.



Spring Getaway
Discover Hudson, Wisconsin

Thursday, June 9, 2016
Bus leaves at 8:30 a.m.

Set on the banks of the beautiful St. Croix River, Hudson has the
beauty and amenities of a quaint river town steeped in rich history.

When we arrive in Hudson, we will tour the Octagon House, built
in 1855. This unique eight-sided house was home to Judge John
Moffat who came from New York. It is now owned by the
St. Croix County Historical Society and is maintained as a
museum complex. It boasts a true Victorian garden and museum
gift shop.

After boarding the bus with a guide who will narrate a city tour,
we will be ready for lunch.

Following lunch we will visit the Knoke’s Chocolate Store. It is a
great candy store--the current version of an old-fashioned candy
store in a vintage building. They have wonderful ice cream.

We will then have free time. Among the activities you may enjoy
are:
• Historic Self-Guided walking tour. Enjoy the many
beautifully restored Victorian era homes in the residential district
of Hudson, one of which is open to the public as a bed and
breakfast inn. We will provide a brochure and a map.
• Shopping
• Relaxing in a park overlooking the beautiful St. Croix River

On our way home we will travel through Birkmose Park and
Indian Burial Mounds which have magnificent views overlooking
the St. Croix River and valley.

Reservations begin April 18 at the Gale or
Mail to: Karen Landro

1890 Hampshire Lane
Golden Valley, MN 55427

Checks please to AAUW Minneapolis
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Spring Getaway

St. Paul Science Museum and More
Tuesday, June 21, 2016
Bus leaves at 9:00 a.m.

We will travel by bus to the Science Museum in St. Paul,
Minnesota, where we will be escorted on tours of selected archives
that are housed there.
Following an Italian lunch at Cossetta’s Restaurant at
221 7th Street, St. Paul, which is practically around the corner,
we’ll return to the Science Museum.
At the Omni Theater we will discover the wild places that belong
to us all. As America gets ready to celebrate the 100th anniversary
of the National Park Service, the film National Parks Adventure,
will take you on the ultimate off-trail experience into America’s
great outdoors. See the trailer at nationalparksadventure.com
Learn new secrets from the tombs as our group will have time to
walk through the Mummies Exhibit from the Natural History Field
Museum in Chicago.
We will board the bus and ride back to the Gale Mansion.

Reservations begin April 18 at the Gale or
Mail to: Karen Landro

1890 Hampshire Lane
Golden Valley, MN 55427

Checks please to AAUW Minneapolis
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Tuesday, June 14, 2016
5:00 SOCIAL

5:15 COMMUNITY VOLUNTEER ACTIVITY

As a community outreach activity we will be assembling
"Swab Kits" for Be the Match. People who agree to be
considered as a stem cell donor receive these kits which
will determine if they are a match for those who need
donations.

Ann Vanvick

6:00 DINNER

7:00 PROGRAM Presidents' Hall

Genomes and Understanding Your Body’s Ancestry

Speaker: David Matthes, Professor, Department of
Biology Teaching and Learning and the
Department of Genetics, Cell Biology and
Development, University of Minnesota

Matthes will give a guided tour of the genome and explain
why we should not fear knowing what secrets our own
DNA sequence hold for us. He will be talking about
personal genomics, emphasizing what we can do as
educated citizens in this new era in which genomes are
explored to reveal information about regions of origin as
well as relationships with relatives.

Beth Montgomery
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Tuesday, July 12, 2016
5:00 SOCIAL

5:15 LITERATURE--BOOK DISCUSSION
Founders Room

The Girls of Atomic City by Denise Kiernan
Discussion Leader: Beth Montgomery

At the height of World War II, Oak Ridge, Tennessee, was
home to 75,000 residents. But to most of the world, the
town did not exist. Thousands of civilians were recruited
to this secret city, enticed by solid wages and the promise
of war-ending work. Few would ever guess the true nature
of the tasks they performed each day in the factories in the
middle of the Appalachian Mountains until the end of the
war--when Oak Ridge’s secret was revealed.
Drawing on the voices of the women who lived it, The
Girls of Atomic City rescues a remarkable, forgotten
chapter of American history from obscurity. Kiernan
captures the spirit of the times through these women.

6:00 DINNER

7:00 PROGRAM Presidents' Hall

The Voting Rights Act of 1965
Speaker: Steve Simon, Minnesota Secretary of State

Learn the history of the Voting Rights Act of 1965 and the
role of Minnesotans in its passage. Simon is passionate
about voters’ rights and will talk of the importance of
voting today. Problems remain--is it rebellion or surrender
when not voting? He will offer thoughts about how to
improve participation.

Mary Beaumont
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Tuesday, August 9, 2016
5:00 SOCIAL

5:15 LITERATURE--BOOK DISCUSSION
Founders Room

AWhite Wind Blew by James Markert
Discussion Leader: Jan Paulsen
A White Wind Blew is an example of music evoking hope in
the human spirit. The novel takes place in Kentucky
during an era of bootlegged whiskey and muddled race
relations. Faith and medicine are failing the patients at the
Waverly Hills Tuberculosis Sanatorium. Wolfgang Pike, a
doctor, musician, and soon-to-be priest, believes music
could play a pivotal role in his patients’ care. Based on a
real Louisville sanatorium, Markert has interwoven three
subjects--tuberculosis, music, and racism--into a hauntingly
lyrical narrative.

6:00 DINNER

7:00 PROGRAM Presidents' Hall
Money in Politics

Speaker: Jeremy Schroeder, Executive Director, Common
Cause Minnesota, Former Board Member,
Amnesty International USA

Big money is the winner in many elections, making its
presence felt in every level of elected office. Fates may
have been decided by who was able to raise the most
money and who was favored by special interests. This is
not the system any of us wanted, but how do we get out of
it? Schroeder will explore the long history of corporate
involvement in political campaigns, including the recent
United States Supreme Court decisions that make today’s
unlimited spending possible.
Lonnie Skrentner
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Meal Reservations and Cancellations:

Call: 651-220-4777
Reservations: Call 651-220-4777 to reserve lunch or
dinner before these deadlines:
•Monday luncheon: before 1:00 p.m. Thursday
• Tuesday dinner: before 1:00 p.m. Thursday

Check the small bulletin board in the coat room to confirm
your Monday reservation.

Meal costs:
•Monday luncheon: $16 • Late reservations: $18
• Tuesday dinner: $25 • Late reservations: $27

Evening social time:
Wine: $6 per glass
Non-alcoholic beverages: $2 per glass

Cancellations:
• Before Thursday at 3:00 p.m.: call 651-220-4777
• After Thursday at 3:00 p.m.: call 612-870-1661 at

the AAUW Office, and leave a voice message to cancel. If
you fail to cancel your lunch reservation, it is your
responsibility to pay for that lunch by bringing a check to
the office or by adding the additional amount to your next
lunch fee. You will not receive a bill from the office.

Table reservations: Lunch tables for Monday may be
reserved only if you have guests. Table reservations may
not be made by phone. Meet with the guest hostess at the
Arrangements Table in the first floor hallway before
9:30 a.m. on the Monday of your reservation.
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Annual reservations: Place your name on the annual
reservation list by calling the reservation line at
651-220-4777. Remember to cancel when you cannot be
present.

Meal information: Because we believe our excellent
catering staff can accommodate all meal needs, it will not
be possible for members to bring their own meals to the
house. Our ability to provide healthy meals to a large
number of people in a short time at a reasonable cost
depends largely on volume. If you require a special diet,
indicate that request when calling for a meal reservation.
Our staff prepares low-fat, low-sodium meals without
MSG. If you have made a reservation for a special meal,
that will be your meal. Please do not switch meals.

Alternative meals: Please request a form for alternative
meals from the catering office at 612-870-1662. If you
have medical restrictions, provide a current statement from
your health care provider outlining the restrictions. Detail
restrictions if your diet is restricted for religious or ethical
reasons. Please help the staff by providing suggestions of
food items which will work for you.

On the day of the meal, pick up your special diet card in
the lower level lobby. Display this card at your table, and
alert the server as to your meal request.

A vegetarian meal is the only available alternative meal on
Tuesday evenings.
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