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Leadership Message
From the President and

Evening Vice President . . .

Many thanks to Lil Lindsey and the program committee for
starting the year with outstanding speakers. Attendance has
been good as a result, and we have several new members.

Last winter gave us challenges. We are due for a milder
winter, right?? One theme for this year is CAR POOL.
Parking hints have been distributed to all members through
email and to others on request. See pages 10 and 40. The
bulletin board in the coatroom has a list of all members
(except the very newest) by zip code. Jot down the names
of people living near you and contact them about riding
together. The fewer cars we bring to the neighborhood, the
better.

As I write this, the Hooray for Hollywood Gala has not yet
taken place. My prediction is that it will not only be a
success, but a great deal of fun. This is our major fund
raiser each year. Another way that all members may
participate in helping the branch is through end-of-the-year
contributions. These not only help our branch and
missions, but you get a tax deduction as well. Your gifts
are important to our bottom line and are greatly
appreciated. My hope and dream is to end this fiscal year
in the black. With your help, we can do it.

Evening Programs are finished for 2014. They will begin
again in April. However, except for the Lynx game,
attendance was low. We have a delicious full dinner at a
reasonable price, wonderful conversations, and interesting,
engaging programs. We really need every member’s help
in boosting evening attendance and making the Evening
Programs a success.

Lois Petersen, President
2
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Officers of the Branch
2014 - 2015

President Lois Petersen
Evening Vice President Cathy Hovancsak
Membership Co-Vice Presidents Janice Beske

Debbie Blake
Evening Membership Vice President Kathy Worden
Program Development Vice President Lil Lindsey
Evening Program Vice President Beth Montgomery
Marketing Vice President Kathleen Kohler
Development Vice President Shari Parsons
Treasurer Ellen Hughes
Secretary for Recording Linda Blaisdell
Evening Secretary Esther Fabes
Directors at Large

Day: Ginny Craig
Evening: Jan Paulsen

Board of Directors
2014 - 2015 Meeting Dates

Officers, Directors, Area Representatives, Topic Chairs,
and Chairs of Standing Committees have a vote. All
members are welcome to attend.
Wednesday, December 3, 2014 9:30 a.m.
Wednesday, January 7, 2015 9:30 a.m.
Wednesday, February 11, 2015 9:30 a.m.
Wednesday, March 4, 2015 9:30 a.m.
Wednesday, April 1, 2015 9:30 a.m.
Wednesday, May 6, 2015 9:30 a.m.

The Annual Meeting is the last meeting of the year on
Monday, May 11, 2015, at 11:00 a.m.
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Membership . . .
Learning and friendship go hand in hand at Minneapolis
American Association of University Women (AAUW).
As we know from college days, while pursuing our
educations, we made fast friends with classmates. Now we
come to the beautiful Gale Mansion to continue our
education with talks by local leaders in science, public
policy, the arts, health, and, yes, all aspects of education.
Those who share these talks and work with us on
committees to sustain our program and home become our
new friends.
In many cases, we were invited to the Gale to AAUW as
guests of friends, neighbors, or co-workers. We enjoy it;
we become members. Before long, it is our turn to invite
as guests women we know who would enjoy the
programming and the scrumptious Gale lunches as much as
we do.
Never has learning been more important than in this fast-
moving age. We read about fracking and drones in the
news, and soon we get in-depth reports on these vital topics
from experts at the Presidents’ Hall podium. And, lasting
friendships are important, especially as the years fly by.
Have you invited a friend to be your guest at AAUW this
year? If not, choose a coming program that will be of
special interest and invite her (or him) today.
Janice Beske, Membership Co-Vice President
Debbie Blake, Membership Co-Vice President
Kathy Worden, Evening Membership Vice President

Bulletin Deadline
January 2 is the due date for

March, April, May, and Summer Bulletin items. Thanks!
Marilyn Oliphant

mloliphant@charter.net



Courtesy Requests
To make the AAUW meeting time a good experience
for ALL, please:

• Check to see that your cell phone and all other
electronic devices are turned off.

• Reserve the two front rows in the Presidents’ Hall
on the west side for those with walkers or
wheelchairs.

• Reserve the last rows for hostesses who need
to leave early.

• Leave seating open near the aisles and in the
back for those who come late.

• Refrain from talking and whispering as soon as
a speaker reaches the podium and during the
presentation.

• Be sensitive to distractions caused by bags or
containers.

• Stand, if you are able, when you ask a question.
• Refrain from unnecessary and lengthy comments.
• If you are unable to hear the speaker, please

move closer to the front or raise your hand and
politely tell the speaker.

• Wear only a moderate amount of fragrance or
none at all. Some of our members are very
allergic to fragrances.

• Sit at least four rows from the front if you do
needlework or puzzles.

• At lunch, checks and cash reserve seats; all other
seats are open.

• Remember that the excellent wait staff appreciate
a sincere “thank you” when they serve your
meal.

5
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Parking Options . . .
A parking pool has been created for AAUW members on
Monday mornings. A total of 40 parking spaces are
available--20 at Alano and 20 in the church lot--kitty-
corner from the Gale Mansion. The cost for a reserved
spot at either Alano or the church is $160 for the program
year. As a member of the parking pool you are entitled to
park at either location. Do not park in those spaces marked
reserved.

To be part of the parking pool, contact Beth McCabe at
612-812-8355. She will collect the money and issue you a
parking pass to be placed on the dashboard of your car on
the day of the meeting.

Parking at the Minneapolis Institute of Arts lot on the
corner of 3rd Avenue and 24th Street is no longer a free
parking lot. Free parking is available on Mondays in the
small lot of the Hennepin History Museum, 2303 3rd
Avenue South.
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About Our House . . .
Welcome to the Gale Mansion. We are proud of this
historic building, which has been the Minneapolis Branch
home since 1947.

Except on branch meeting days, all doors are locked for
security and energy conservation. To gain admittance,
press the intercom button at the front door and state your
name as a member or guest to gain access. AAUW office
manager, Carol Jones, is in the office Monday through
Thursday from 8:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

For meal reservations and cancellations, use the voice mail
line, 651-220-4777. Annual meal reservations may also be
made at that number.

The beautiful Gale Mansion is available for weddings,
parties, meetings, and other special events. Please
encourage others to consider this facility for their special
event needs.

[[ÉÉÉÉÜÜttçç  yyÉÉÜÜ  [[ÉÉÄÄÄÄççããÉÉÉÉww
Thank you to all AAUW members who
made the 2014 Gala a huge success!
It was a star-studded evening enjoyed

by everyone who attended. 
Thank you to the dedicated 

committee members and to those who
contributed auction items.  

Kathleen Kohler and Veronica Johnson,  Co-Chairs 
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House Management Committee .  .  .
Several maintenance projects have recently been completed
on the Gale Mansion.

The entry stoop has been grouted to provide a safer surface
for members and guests.  Next spring this will be retiled.
The front ramp and steps have been re-grouted to look 
better and prevent leaking.

The balcony outside the catering manager’s office leaked
after the heavy rain in June.  This will be checked by a
structural engineer to be sure that whatever repair is done
will be appropriate.  Meanwhile, sheet vinyl will protect the
balcony floor from further damage.

The roof has passed inspection and the furnace is doing
fine, so we will be ready for winter.  A new snow blower
has been purchased.  The cooler-freezer’s moisture 
problems have been addressed--all seems well at present. 

Thanks to all who participated in the November work day to
help the Gale look even better.  Committee members also
install holiday decorations to brighten our spirits.

Joan Sorenson, Chair pro tem

Who is That?  What is Her Name?
You will find a pictorial album of our members’ 
photos in the library.  It is kept on a table by the non-
fiction books.  If we don’t have your photo, please
bring one to the Membership Desk or give it to Jan
Paulsen.  Please put your name on the back.  



Keep the Library Shelves Dust Free .  .  .
Science fiction writer Christopher Paolini said, "Books
should go where they will be most appreciated, and not sit
unread, gathering dust on a forgotten shelf, don't you
agree?"  Well, I certainly do, and I invite you to come in
and check out the AAUW Library.  
The Library provides a great selection of novels, non-
fiction books, mysteries, biographies, memoirs, and a 
limited number of DVDs.  There are no overdue fees.
These are your books, and we want you to enjoy them.
The library sells slightly used books donated by our 
members.  Hardcovers are $1, and paperbacks are 50 cents.
Proceeds from used book sales allow us to buy more books
for the collection.
Do your part to keep the shelves dust free--check out a
best-seller or two.  I look forward to seeing you.

Judy Vermeland-Wendt, Chair, Library Committee
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Parking Recommendations for AAUW
•  Car Pool - See list by zip code (in coat room) for
names of members who live near you.  

•  Strike a deal - Offer to drive to another member’s
home, if you can ride with her.

•  Find or hire a driver - Ask your spouse, a friend, or
neighbor to drive you and pick you up.  Get other 
members to join you and share the expense.

•  Meet at a shopping center - Find three members and
meet in a shopping center parking lot.  Take turns 
driving from there.  A covered lot in winter is nice.

•  Park on Franklin Avenue after 9:00a.m. - also free.



Monday Literature .  .  .
September 22 The Unlikely Pilgrimage of Harold Fry

Rachel Joyce    
October 27     Ordinary Grace

William Kent Krueger
November 24  The Lost Steps

Alejo Carpentier
January 26      The Invention of Wings

Sue Monk Kidd
February 23    White Dog Fell from the Sky

Eleanor Morse
March 23        The Goldfinch

Donna Tartt
April 27          The Aguero Sisters

Cristina Garcia
The Book Discussion group meets the fourth Monday from
9:30 - 10:30 a.m.  

Tuesday Literature .  .  .
September 9  The Aviator’s Wife

Melanie Benjamin
November 11 My Beloved World

Sonia Sotomayor

Scheduling Monday Meetings
Contact Esther Fabes, Meeting Scheduler, if you
would like to schedule a meeting any time on Monday.
Requests to reserve a room on any other day of the
week should be made through Carol Jones in the
office.

11



Guest Policy .  .  .
Prospective members and guests may attend up to three day
or evening meetings each program year.

Reservations:  When making a meal reservation for 
yourself and a guest, call 651-220-4777, identify yourself
and name your guest.

Register: Prospective members and guests must register
when they enter the building.  Register at the Membership
Table in the lower level by the Presidents’ Hall doors.
Guests will receive name tags and be recognized during the
meeting.

Table Reservations:  To reserve a noon luncheon table
with your guest, reservations must be made in person on
Monday morning at the Arrangements Table on first floor.

The President’s Table .  .  .
If you’ve been invited to sit at the President’s Table
for lunch, follow these suggestions.
•  Call the office with your reservation by the prior  
Thursday at 1:00 p.m.

•  Make your lunch payment to the Guest Hostess
before the 9:30 a.m. program.

•  Leave the Presidents’ Hall when the president
invites you at the end of the announcement period.

•  Find your seat at the table which will be marked  
with your place card.

Susie Erickson 
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Holiday Lights
Luncheon

Monday, December 8, 2014
Social Time:  10:15 a.m.
Program:  11:00 a.m.

Join Andrea Leap, Joey Clark, and Jerry Rubino for
an hour of musical storytelling, dancing, and humor

in their cabaret concert,

“LET’S KEEP DANCING”

with music ranging from the Great American
Songbook to composers of modern musical theater.
Song selections include works of Cole Porter,

Harold Arlen, Kurt Weill, George Gershwin, Pasek
and Paul, Richard Rogers, Stephen Sondheim,

Leiber and Stoller, Jonathon Larson,
Adam Gwon, and others.

Wine Bar:  12:00 noon
Luncheon:  12:15 p.m.

GUESTS ARE WELCOME
Tickets:  $20 per person--checks, please

Reservations open from Monday, November 10
until December 1 or full

(Annual lunch reservations do not apply.)
Sign up at the Gale on Mondays.  Have all the
names of your guests ready at the same time.

13



Minneapolis Branch Scholarship Fund
THANK YOU to all who have given so generously to the
AAUW Minneapolis Branch Scholarship Fund.  The
Scholarship Board is beginning the process for selecting
the scholarship recipients for spring of 2015.  Here is the
system that we use to award the scholarships.
•  Promote scholarship applications by speaking with
Minneapolis Public School counselors at AAUW lunch.
•  Scholarship Application for 2015 is posted on the
Minneapolis AAUW website with applications due
February 13, 2015.
•  Scholarship Board members open, sort, assemble, scan,
and email applications.
•  Read and reread the applications to narrow to a personal
list of five top recommended candidates.
•  At a meeting each Scholarship Board member lists her
top five candidates.  Those with the most votes overall are
selected to be interviewed.
•  A team of three directors interviews the semi-finalists.
Each candidate is asked the same questions.
•  The interview team recommends the scholarship 
recipients, and the board votes on the recommendations of
the interview team. 
•  Recipients are notified by phone and letter while all other
candidates are thanked by letter for applying.
•  New scholarship winners are introduced at the Annual
Meeting in May and have lunch with the Scholarship
Board.
•  Scholars are assigned a Board mentor who will connect
and meet with them through their undergraduate studies.
•  After receiving an official transcript from returning
scholars so that we know that they are in good standing and
making progress to graduate, checks for $3,000 are mailed
14



to the universities and colleges on behalf of the respective
students. 
We have a total of eight scholars each year.  To fund two
new recipients each year requires an expenditure of
$24,000 per year.  This is made possible through your
donations.  What an excellent way to fulfill the AAUW
mission by helping young women receive a college 
education. 
Diane Boruff, President of the Scholarship Fund

15

Tenzin Jampa, 2014 Winner

Mai Vang Lee, 2014 Winner



AAUW Funds
Your Contributions in Action

Under the AAUW Funds umbrella are five programs 
worthy of your support.
1.  The Legal Advocacy Fund supports the protection of
the legal rights of those who are facing discrimination.
Programs include Legal Case Support, Travel Grants, and
Campus Outreach Projects.
2.  The Educational Opportunities Fund supports 
educational and lifelong learning opportunities that give
women a chance for a lifetime of success.  Programs
include hundreds of fellowships and grants.
3.  The Eleanor Roosevelt Fund supports AAUW research
which provides analysis, data, and accurate information
about issues that are important to women and girls.
4.  The Public Policy Fund supports advocacy for public
policies and laws that are fair to women.  Programs are in
the areas of Government Relations, Civic Engagement, and
Field Organizing.
5.  The Leadership Programs Fund supports programs
that develop women’s potential to lead in their schools, 
communities, and country.  Programs include the National
Conference for College Women Student Leaders, Campus
Action Projects, and Campaign College.
You will receive a letter asking for end-of-the-year support.
Minneapolis Branch members have been very generous.
As announced at the Minnesota State AAUW Convention,
we placed first in total giving.  Last year $11,877.34 was
donated to these important funds.  This is one way our
Minneapolis Branch lives out the AAUW Mission:  to
advance equity for women and girls through advocacy, 
education, philanthropy, and research.  Your gifts are tax
deductible and very much appreciated.
Janice Paulsen, Chair, AAUW Funds
16



AAUW Funds
Tributes or Memorials

AAUW Funds are an excellent way to honor a special
friend on a birthday, anniversary, or occasion unique to
him/her.  It is also a truly fine memorial gift.  Fill out the
form below and return it with a check made out to AAUW
Funds.  A special Tribute or Memorial card will go to the
person you are honoring or to the family of the deceased.

AAUW Funds Tribute or Memorial
In HONOR of_______________________________________

or
In MEMORY of_____________________________________

Send ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
to_________________________________________________
Address____________________________________________
City_____________________State/Zip___________________

Donor’s Name_______________________________________
Donor’s Address_____________________________________
Donor’s City______________State/Zip___________________
Amount $______________     Date______________________

Please help carry on the AAUW Funds’ good work.
Your gifts are tax-deductible.  Thank you

Please make your check payable to AAUW Funds.
Designate the specific fund in the memo line.

17



Interest Groups  .  .  .
4th Mondays at 9:30 a.m.

Special interest groups meet the fourth Monday of each
month at 9:30 a.m.  Great Decisions and Travel alternate
monthly.

•  Bequest and Legacy Giving Education  
Leader:  Shari Parsons Fellowships Room

January 26 and April 27
Learn how easy it is to make gifts to your favorite 
charities and get a chance to ask questions about 
bequests and legacy giving.

•  Book Discussion Heritage Room
Leaders:  Lynne Benz and Mary Moriarty

The list of books selected for this year is found on 
page 11 of this Bulletin.  Discussion of the book is 
facilitated by a branch member.

•  Great Decisions       Presidents’ Hall
Leaders:  Barb Taft and Joyce Prudden

Great Decisions investigates topics of political interest. 
Background and analysis of issues are provided in a          
25-minute DVD program which is distributed by the 
Foreign Policy Association, a 90-year-old organization 
committed to the importance of education in a 
democracy.  This will be followed by a half-hour 
discussion.

February 23  
Topic:  Sectarianism in the Middle East

18
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•  Hot Topics Founders Room
Leader:  Lil Lindsey

January 26
Share your viewpoints on current events.

•  Handwork/Crafts Dining Room
Leader:  Carrie D’Andrea
Each month will feature different arts and crafts.  See 
each 4th Monday daily schedule in this Bulletin.

•  Travel Presidents’ Hall
Leader:  Janet McLandsborough
January 2
Presenter:  Pat Deckas Becerra
Topic:  China Tour 2014

•  Writers’ Group Library
Leader:  Bev Erickson
Join fellow members who enjoy writing of all kinds.     
No experience is necessary.

Events at Gale Mansion
Schedule the Gale Mansion for your special occasion.
Call Amy Leh at the Gale Catering Office at 
612-870-1662 to schedule:

weddings
rehearsal dinners
anniversary parties

bar/bat mitzvah parties
birthday dinners



Monday, December 1, 2014
9:30 - 10:30               EDUCATION Presidents’ Hall 

An Update on Generation Next

Speaker:  R. T. Rybak,  Executive Director of Generation 
Next, Former Mayor of Minneapolis,

Generation Next is a partnership of education, community,
government, and business leaders who believe closing the
achievement gap is of vital importance.  Rybak will discuss
how Generation Next leaders will use a cradle-to-career
framework to help students achieve five key goals 
necessary for students’ developmental progress. 

Shirley McKinney

10:45 - 11:45  FRONTIERS IN SCIENCE  Presidents’ Hall

Neuromodulation for Treating Brain Disorders

Speaker:  Dr. Matthew D. Johnson, Assistant Professor of 
Biomedical Engineering, University of Minnesota
Institute for Translational Neuroscience

Dr. Johnson’s research deals with the use of electronic
brain stimulation technologies to improve the quality of life
for people with movement disorders such as Parkinson’s
disease.

Ellen Hughes

11:45 - Noon ANNOUNCEMENTS
12:00 - 1:15 LUNCHEON

20



Luncheon Hostess:  Lynne Benz
Guest Hostess:  Virginia Hansing

Holiday Lights Minneapolis Room
New Members Minneapolis Room
Public Policy Fellowships Room
Scholarship Association Room

1:15 - 2:15   THE ARTS Presidents’ Hall
What Does the Artist Say 

About the Spiritual and Moral Issues of Our Time?
Speaker:  Wilson Yates, PhD, President Emeritus, Professor

Emeritus, United Theological Seminary

Major 20th century artists powerfully explored the spiritual
and moral issues of our time.  Three such artists, 
Kathe Kollwitz, Marc Chagall, and Barbara Hepworth,
uniquely touched the human heart in their probings of the
way we encounter death and experience joy, the way we
experience suffering, and envision wholeness in our own
lives.  This presentation will offer a journey through 
selected drawings, paintings, and sculpture and allow us to
see through their eyes something of what it means to be
alive in our own time.
Tamra Nelson  

Notice of New Rules at Lunch
Please lower the volume of your lunch conversations.
This will allow all guests to enjoy their visits.
If you need to save your seat at a lunch table, please
leave a check for your lunch at your place.
Mollie Keys, Arrangements Chair

21
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Monday, January 5, 2015
9:30 - 10:30                  THE ARTS Presidents’ Hall                            

Looking Forward

Speaker:  Kevin Smith, Interim President and CEO, 
Minnesota Orchestra

Smith, esteemed for his leadership of the Minnesota Opera
and the Ordway, assumed the role of Interim CEO of the
Minnesota Orchestra last summer.  He will describe the
orchestra’s ongoing holistic and collaborative 
programming.  Included are plans for growing confidence
and trust among staff, board members, musicians, and 
community, as well as building audience.

Jeanne Bearmon

10:45 - 11:45    AS THE WORLD CHANGES
Presidents’ Hall

Toward a Better World 

Speaker:  Michele Boston, Co-founder, No Time for 
Poverty
notimeforpoverty.org

Boston has been co-owner and CEO for a large corporation
and a non-profit organization.  She is now founder and
CEO of a for-profit corporation established to donate 100%
of its profits to charity.  She will share her personal journey
as a girl from the Bronx who discovered a simple formula
for not only living in a complex world changing by 
nanoseconds, but for making it a far better place.

Joyce Prudden 
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11:45 - 12:00 ANNOUNCEMENTS
12:00 - 1:15 LUNCHEON

Luncheon Hostess:  Lynne Benz
Guest Hostess:  Virginia Hansing

New Members Minneapolis Room
Public Policy Fellowships Room

1:15 - 2:15                     HEALTH Presidents’ Hall

Cancer is Serious Business
Burzynski Documentary Film

Presenter:  Barbara Eiger, AAUW Member

"No one appears to contest the efficacy of his treatment;
the problem...is a pharmaceutical industry with nothing to
gain...and much to lose...from the introduction of a highly
successful, nontoxic competitor to chemotherapy and 
radiation."  The New York Times, June 4, 2010

"...a wonderful movie...grippingly told... compelling." 
Dr. Mehmet Oz, May 17, 2011

"TOP TEN BEST FILM OF 2010!  It will give you goose
bumps and bring tears to your eyes."  The Movie Film
Show

Karen Wilkinson

Use the 
AAUW Email

Did you know that the Minneapolis Branch has an 
email address?  Messages come into the computer of the
office manager, Carol Jones, at the Gale Mansion.

aauwmpls@qwest.net
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Monday, January 12, 2015
9:30 - 10:30           MOTHER EARTH Presidents’ Hall

Toxic Chemicals:  Our Children’s Health at Risk
Speaker:  Kathleen Schuler, Program Director, 

Conservation Minnesota, Co-Director of Healthy 
Legacy
ConservationMinnesota.org
healthylegacy.org

Beginning in utero, our children are exposed to untested
toxic chemicals used in everyday consumer products.
Studies show links to cancer, developmental disabilities,
and obesity.  In Minnesota, Healthy Legacy is working
with businesses and policymakers to move the marketplace
to safer chemicals to protect public health.

Kay Kessel

10:45 - 11:45 THE ARTS Presidents’ Hall 

Jewish Theatre in America Today

Speaker:  Barbara Brooks, Founder and Producing Artistic 
Director, Minnesota Jewish Theatre Company
mnjewishtheatre.org

Although Brooks will speak about Minnesota Jewish
Theatre as well as Jewish theatres in general, she will
emphasize that the plays also deal with themes that are 
universal to people of all backgrounds.  This idea is clearly
demonstrated by the audiences representing many 
cultures who attend their productions.  As Minnesota
Jewish Theatre declares, "We ignite your mind by 
touching your heart, even if you're not Jewish."

Harriette Krasnoff
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11:45 - 12:15 BUSINESS MEETING
12:15 - 1:15 LUNCHEON

Luncheon Hostess:  Mary Ann Christenson
Guest Hostess:  Karen Landro

Program Committee Association Room

1:15 - 2:15 TECH SAVVY           Presidents’ Hall 

Digital Photography

Speaker:  Tom Baker, Owner of Manitou Photos

Despite the fact that smartphone cameras are rapidly
becoming the most popular way to take photos today, many
do not take advantage of the various settings to get the best
pictures possible.  Baker will give step-by-step instructions
and tips and tricks on using these settings.  This 
information applies to either an Android phone or an
iPhone.  Baker has taught this class in Minneapolis 
community education programs and has extensive 
experience as a professional photographer.

Barbara Taft 

BAD WEATHER
CLOSING OF AAUW

Check your email or call 612-870-1661 
for a recorded message.



Monday, January 19, 2015
9:30 - 10:30             PUBLIC POLICY Presidents’ Hall                            

The Legislature and the City:  Needs, Wants, and Hopes

Speaker:  Gene Ranieri, Chief Legislative Lobbyist for the 
City of Minneapolis, 2015 State Legislative 
Session

Ranieri will discuss problems the city of Minneapolis faces
that need Legislative permission and/or support.  He will
show how he is framing these requests so that they appeal
to suburban as well as city legislators.  We will gain insight
into the behind-the-scenes work of a lobbyist and an 
introduction to the stakes that Minneapolis has in
Legislative action or inaction.

Ellen Hughes

10:45 - 11:45              EDUCATION Presidents’ Hall

The Power of Partnership and Innovation 
in Work Force Development

Speaker:  Jane Samargia, Executive Director of HIRED
HIRED.org

President Obama visited HIRED in June and got a first-
hand look at one of their successful programs for young
parents.  With workforce development programs in three 
metropolitan counties, HIRED assists more than 10,000 
at-risk youth, school dropouts, homeless teens, single 
parents, immigrants, dislocated workers, ex-offenders, and
others lacking adequate education, training, and work 
experience.  HIRED provides the preparation and skills
necessary to build a better life through employment.
Samargia is a leader in the use of technology to drive a 
culture of analysis that increases both efficiency and 
26



effectiveness in program performance.  She has advised
local and state committees on workforce development
issues, including the Minnesota FastTRAC initiative to help
low-income workers advance in the workplace. 

Diane Boruff

11:45 - Noon        ANNOUNCEMENTS
12:00 - 1:15 LUNCHEON

Luncheon Hostess:  Georgia Wiebe
Guest Hostess:  Vicki Dunn

Headlines Fellowships Room
House Management Association Room
Technology Minneapolis Room

1:15 - 2:15     FRONTIERS IN SCIENCE  Presidents’ Hall

The Zooniverse:  How Crowdsourcing Science is
Solving Big Data Problems in Research

Speaker:  Dr. Lucy Fortson, Associate Head and Associate 
Professor of Physics, Department of Physics and 
Astronomy, University of Minnesota
zooniverse.org

You can contribute to science.  Modern researchers have a
new problem:  how to find patterns in complex data from
space probes, satellites, and other sources.  This job is not
well done by computers but performed very well by the
human brain.  Fortson will explain the Zooniverse, an
online project enabling people to help solve many problems
such as finding differences between types of galaxies,
counting craters on the moon, and hunting for planets 
outside our solar system.  These citizen scientists have
made discoveries that have contributed to the scientific
body of knowledge.

Carol Sheldon
27



Monday, January 26, 2015
9:30 - 10:30 MONDAY INTEREST GROUPS

BEQUEST AND LEGACY GIVING EDUCATION
Leader:  Shari Parsons Fellowships Room
Learn how easy it is to make gifts to your favorite      
charities and get a chance to ask questions about     
bequests and legacy giving.

BOOK DISCUSSION Heritage Room      
The Invention of Wings by Sue Monk Kidd

Discussion Leader:  Sheila Lind
Eleven-year-old Sarah Grimke is appalled at being
given a slave for her birthday.  This novel explores the
bond between two spirited and intelligent young 
women and brings to life the complicated relationship
between a slave and the daughter of slave owners.        

HANDWORK/ CRAFTS:  Knitting Dining Room
Ellie Dahlstrom, Susie Erickson, and Ann Harding will 
share their expertise in knitting stitches and styles.  
Bring your own knitting as well.

HOT TOPICS Founders Room
Lil Lindsey will lead a discussion on current events.

TRAVEL:  China Tour 2014 Presidents’ Hall
Pat Deckas Becerra spent three weeks touring China       
last April and will share her photos highlighting the 
cultural differences she experienced. 

WRITERS’ GROUP Library
Join Bev Erickson and fellow members who enjoy 
writing of all kinds.  No experience is necessary.
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10:45 - 11:45             TECH SAVVY Presidents’ Hall
How Big Data Helps Citizens

Speaker:  Otto Doll, Chief Information Officer (CIO), City 
of Minneapolis
minneapolismn.gov/it/

The city of Minneapolis is using big-data tools to analyze
and predict trends throughout the city, from predicting
crime to determining which parcels of vacant land are more
attractive to developers.  “The intention of this program is
to help coordinate information between and among the 
various departments to help make our public services more
efficient and more useful to the residents of Minneapolis,”
so says Betsy Hodges.
Pat Deckas Becerra

11:45 - Noon ANNOUNCEMENTS
12:00 - 1:15 LUNCHEON

Luncheon Hostess:  Elaine Braun
Guest Hostess:  Marlyn Barber

Community Outreach Minneapolis Room
Development Association Room

1:15 - 2:15  AS THE WORLD CHANGES Presidents’ Hall
Urban Transformation in Times of Bankruptcy

Speaker:  Michael Goldman, Associate Professor of 
Sociology and Institute for Global Studies, 
University of Minnesota

Why are so many cities around the world in debt and facing
bankrupcy?  What are the new rules dictating?  What effect
do these crises have on the vitality of city life and on 
long-standing concerns of poverty, inequality, and 
democracy?  
Marge Goldberg
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Monday, February 2, 2015
9:30 - 10:30          AUTHOR, AUTHOR     Presidents’ Hall 

The Debutante's Ball

Speaker:  Eric "Pogi" Sumangil, Playwright, Actor

Through the words of Sumangil, we'll attend the annual
Valentine's Ball and Presentation of Debutantes and
Escorts which celebrates the heritage of Minnesota's
Filipino-American community.  This new coming-of-age
play will have its world premiere at the Minnesota History
Theater on March 21.  Sumangil will tell us how he added
"playwright" to his other skills.

Sharon Bigot

10:45 - 11:45                  HEALTH Presidents’ Hall

Ordinary Magic:  Resilience in Development

Speaker:  Ann Masten, PhD, Regents Professor, Child 
Psychology, University of Minnesota

Internationally known as an expert on resilience in human
development, Masten’s research focused on school success
in homeless and other disadvantaged mobile children.  It
addresses how children manage to thrive in spite of adverse
conditions.  Her book, Ordinary Magic:  Resilience in
Development, was published in August, 2014.

Jeanne Bearmon 

11:45 - Noon ANNOUNCEMENTS
12:00 - 1:15 LUNCHEON
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Luncheon Hostess:  Lynne Benz
Guest Hostess:  Virginia Hansing

New Members Minneapolis Room
Public Policy Fellowships Room

1:15 - 2:15              PUBLIC POLICY Presidents’ Hall

New HCMC Leadership

Speaker:  Dr. Jon Pryor, CEO of Hennepin County Medical
Center (HCMC)

HCMC serves our entire region, whether a bridge collapses
nearby or a diver in Lake Superior needs a hyperbaric
chamber.  HCMC also has separate clinics, including the
new one in the Whittier neighborhood.  We will hear from
Dr. Pryor about the ways HCMC helps our community
through innovative health care.

Sue Kloker

Public Policy Invitation .  .  .
Join the Public Policy Committee for lunch in the
Fellowships Room on the first Monday of the month.
We often have speakers on timely subjects.  Other
times we plan how to be effective, active citizens.
We always have a lively discussion.  

Watch for announcements on the easel outside the
Presidents' Hall where you can sign up to reserve a
place for lunch with us.
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Monday, February 9, 2015
9:30 - 10:30                EDUCATION Presidents’ Hall

Ronald McDonald House:  One Room School

Speaker:  Cindy Britain, Ronald McDonald House Director
and Teacher

The Ronald McDonald House serves families with 
children receiving care for life-threatening illnesses at Twin
Cities area hospitals.  Support is provided through a variety
of services.  This includes education through an accredited
school which helps sick children, their siblings, and parents
continue their studies throughout treatment.

Karen Wilkinson 

10:45 - 11:45        MOTHER EARTH        Presidents’ Hall

From Despair to Hope on Climate Change

Speaker: Jim P. Lenfestey, Journalist, Poet, Climate 
Change Advocate
jameslenfestey.com/
coyotepoet.com

As a journalist, Lenfestey has covered climate science since
1988.  He is currently on the advisory board of the Will
Steger Foundation which focuses on education about 
climate change.  Also, he is on the committee of Minnesota
Interfaith Power and Light, which urges the faith 
community to act on the moral implications of climate
change.  He has published a collection of poems about his
grief over the problem of love and despair for planet earth.

Kay Kessel
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11:45 - Noon ANNOUNCEMENTS
12:00 - 1:15 LUNCHEON

Luncheon Hostess:  Mary Ann Christenson
Guest Hostess:  Karen Landro

Program Committee Association Room

1:15 - 2:15                  THE ARTS Presidents’ Hall

Progress in the Twin Cities Arts Scene

Speaker:  Robin Gillette, Founder/Consultant of Arts 
Progress
artsprogress.com

Gillette will talk about twenty years in the performing arts,
from Lincoln Center in New York to running the Minnesota
Fringe Festival in Minneapolis.  Her latest venture, Arts
Progress, is a one-woman arts consulting practice designed
to make artists and organizations better at the business of
being artists.

Marty Sedoff

Continuing Education Units (CEUs)
There is a system for documentation for CEUs.
You will find a copy of the form needed to request
CEUs for your licensing and educational needs on the
AAUW Minneapolis website, aauwmpls.org. In 
addition, signed copies of these forms on AAUW 
letterhead stationery are available for you in the
AAUW office.  You are responsible for completing
details and sending them to the correct institution.
Lil Lindsey, Program Vice President
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Monday, February 16, 2015
9:30 - 10:30   FRONTIERS IN SCIENCE  Presidents’ Hall

Free Radicals, Antioxidants, and Muscle Health: 
Implication for Aging

Speaker:  Li Li Ji, PhD, Director, School of Kinesiology, 
Professor and Director, Laboratory of 
Physiological Hygiene and Exercise Science, 
University of Minnesota

How can we benefit from physical activity as we age?
What harm do we do to our bodies by sitting most of the
day?  Li Li Ji will clarify why exercise is important for
healthy muscles, the pros and cons of antioxidant 
supplements, and human and animal research at his 
laboratory.

Marlyn Barber

10:45 - 11:45          PUBLIC POLICY Presidents’ Hall

Injustice in the Justice System

Speaker:  Sarah Walker,  President, Coalition for Impartial 
Justice
SarahCWalker.com

Walker will address issues such as life without parole for
three felonies, certification of youth to adult court, and 
sentences of life without parole for youth convicted of first
degree murder.  In addition, she will speak about police
departments benefiting from laws dealing with confiscation
of property.    

Dot Lilja
34



11:45 - 12:15 BUSINESS MEETING
12:15 - 1:15 LUNCHEON

Luncheon Hostess:  Georgia Wiebe
Guest Hostess:  Vicki Dunn

Headlines Fellowships Room
House Management Association Room
Technology Minneapolis Room

1:15 - 2:15               HEALTH Presidents’ Hall

What's Up with Down Syndrome: 
GiGi 's Playhouse and Achievement Potential

Speaker:  Basma Ibrahim DeVries, PhD, Professor of 
Communications Studies, Concordia University, 
Founding Board Member of GiGi's Playhouse - 
Twin Cities

Significant shifts have occurred in understanding Down
Syndrome, a human chromosomal abnormality.  DeVries
will discuss current advances and the potential for success
for individuals with Down Syndrome.  She will relate her
experience with six local moms who have children with
Down Syndrome.

Samiha Ibrahim

Annual Lunch Reservations .  .  .
If you attend quite regularly, consider making an
annual lunch reservation by calling 651-220-4777.
Then you will only have to cancel by the Thursday
before when you can’t attend.
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Monday, February 23, 2015
9:30 - 10:30 MONDAY INTEREST GROUPS

Please see Bulletin page 18
BOOK DISCUSSION         Heritage Room      

White Dog Fell from the Sky by Eleanor Morse
Discussion Leader:  Sheryl Sostarich
In 1976, a young medical student, Isaac Muthethe, is 
smuggled in a hearse across the border from South 
Africa to Botswana.  Morse is a gifted novelist who 
writes in an articulate prose that will cause you to think    
about loss, survival, spirituality, and the apartheid.

GREAT DECISIONS Presidents’ Hall
Topic:  Sectarianism in the Middle East
Leader: Joyce Prudden and Barb Taft

HANDWORK/CRAFTS:  Beading Dining Room
Leaders:  Ann Vanvick and Elaine Braun
Make a one-of-a-kind beaded holder for your name tag
or glasses ($5) or make one to be sold to raise funds for       
our branch.

WRITERS’ GROUP Library
Leader:  Bev Erickson
Join fellow members who enjoy writing of all kinds.     
No experience is necessary.

10:45 - 11:45        AUTHOR, AUTHOR     Presidents’ Hall

One Writer’s Journey: 
35 years of Creating Children’s Books

Speaker:  Phyllis Root, Children’s Book Author and 
Writing Teacher
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A lifelong lover and teller of stories, Phyllis Root has 
written 29 children’s books, starting with Moon Tiger in
1985 and including 1997 Minnesota Book Award winner,
Aunt Nancy and Old Man Trouble. Her latest, Plant a
Pocket of Prairie (2014), is illustrated by well-known artist
Betsy Bowen.  Root graduated with highest honors from
Valparaiso University and currently teaches in the MFA
Writing for Children program at Vermont College.

Ann Burckhardt 

11:45 - Noon ANNOUNCEMENTS
12:00 - 1:15 LUNCHEON

Luncheon Hostess:  Elaine Braun
Guest Hostess:  Marlyn Barber

Community Outreach Minneapolis Room
Development Association Room

1:15 - 2:15                    EDUCATION Presidents’ Hall 

Making College Possible for Low-income Students

Speaker:  Sara Dziuk, Executive Director, College Possible
collegepossible.org

College Possible guides and supports low-income students
on the path to and through college.  It was founded in
Minnesota in 2000 to ensure that every child’s future is
determined solely by their talent, motivation, and effort.
The program partners with 23 Twin Cities' high schools and
300 colleges across the country to serve more than 11,000
Minnesota students.  Overall, 98% of College Possible 
students earn admission to college.  They are ten times
more likely to graduate than their low-income peers.

Ginny Craig
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Meal Reservations and Cancellations:

Call:  651-220-4777
Reservations:  Call 651-220-4777 to reserve lunch or 
dinner before these deadlines:

• Monday luncheon: before 1:00 p.m. Thursday
• Tuesday dinner: before 1:00 p.m. Thursday

Check the small bulletin board in the coat room to confirm
your Monday reservation.

Meal costs:
• Monday luncheon: $16    • Late reservations:  $18
• Tuesday dinner: $25    • Late reservations:  $27

Evening social time:  
Wine:  $6 per glass
Non-alcoholic beverages:  $2 per glass

Cancellations:  
• Before Thursday at 3:00 p.m.:  call 651-220-4777
• After Thursday at 3:00 p.m.:  call 612-870-1661 at

the AAUW Office, and leave a voice message to cancel.  If
you fail to cancel your lunch reservation, it is your 
responsibility to pay for that lunch by bringing a check to
the office or by adding the additional amount to your next
lunch fee. You will not receive a bill from the office.

Table reservations:  Lunch tables for Monday may be
reserved only if you have guests.  Table reservations may
not be made by phone.  Meet with the guest hostess at the
Arrangements Table in the first floor hallway before 
9:30 a.m. on the Monday of your reservation. 
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Annual reservations:  Place your name on the annual
reservation list by calling the reservation line at 
651-220-4777.  Remember to cancel when you cannot be
present.

Meal information:  Because we believe our excellent
catering staff can accommodate all meal needs, it will not
be possible for members to bring their own meals to the
house.  Our ability to provide healthy meals to a large 
number of people in a short time at a reasonable cost
depends largely on volume.  If you require a special diet,
indicate that request when calling for a meal reservation.
Our staff prepares low-fat, low-sodium meals without
MSG.  If you have made a reservation for a special meal,
that will be your meal.  Please do not switch meals.

Alternative meals:  Please request a form for alternative
meals from the catering office at 612-870-1662.  If you
have medical restrictions, provide a current statement from
your health care provider outlining the restrictions.  Detail
restrictions if your diet is restricted for religious or ethical
reasons.  Please help the staff by providing suggestions of
food items which will work for you.

On the day of the meal, pick up your special diet card in
the lower level lobby.  Display this card at your table, and
alert the server as to your meal request. 

A vegetarian meal is the only available alternative meal on
Tuesday evenings.
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More Parking Recommendations
•  Contact Beth McCabe for a parking permit good at
the church lot or the Alano lot.  See page 6 for details.
Space is limited.

•  History Center lot on 3rd Avenue is free.

•  MIA lot at 3rd Avenue and 24th Street is no longer
free.  Walk the diagonal sidewalk through the park to the
Gale.

•  Hire a taxi. Get two or more others to meet at one
home.  Share the cost of a taxi.

•  Take city buses to the corner of Franklin Avenue and
Stevens.

•  Ride your bike here.  Sue Kloker does.
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